
PAUL M. MÜLLER GMBH

MARKET REPORT

”There is no stockpile of constructive ideas. Learned things are not 
inherited genetically. We have to start over and over again, each 

time according to the current situation.“ 
Alfred Herrhausen (1930 - 1989), Deutsche Bank

November 2020

Yes, sure, there will be a life after Covid-19, but that will 

probably take a little longer than we all hoped for in 

summer. And I never thought that I would celebrate my 

30th anniversary with Paul M. Müller in October under 

these circumstances. But no matter - we had a great 

time at the celebration, all together, taking every pre-

caution. We must learn to celebrate with the virus, 

our gastronomy and celebration culture should 

not fall victim to the pandemic. I ask you not to 

misunderstand this: We at PMM know exactly, 

how much the event industry, the caterers, many 

restaurants or canteens have to fight; and the sit-

uation is likely to become even more dramatic 

in the coming weeks. However, everyone in our 

industry is in the same boat and I remain confident 

that we will get through this together. We have learned 

from the first wave. I see many new initiatives and crea-

tive ideas from the catering scene. Let‘s not let ourselves 

be defeated, let‘s not let the good mood be spoiled.

SITUATION
Starting over  is exactly what we are currently doing and will continue to do next 
year. I have always been impressed by the statement of Alfred Herrhausen, the 
Spokesman of the Board of Managing Directors of Deutsche Bank, who was brutally 

murdered in autumn 1989. PMM will be undaunted in 2021 and we 
will face the current challenges. This is the message this winter: 

"We must learn to live with the virus."



Prices for Skipjack tuna remain volatile (price slide from 1600 to 

currently 1300 USD/t in Bangkok). Worldwide catches/land-

ings of both Skipjack and Yellowfin tuna are at low levels. 

Due to the Covid situation, it is almost impossible to 

make a serious statement about the price 

development next year.

PMM has been able to stock up well in 

the past weeks. We expect an increase 

in demand and can deliver at reason-

able prices.
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BREAKING NEWS:

    Run for Tomatoes

GOOD NEWS:

    Canned Apples:

Insiders tell us that the tomato market is not moving 
at the moment because there are hardly any goods 
available. Above that, due to the corona pandemic 
and the resulting shutdown, there is also great uncer-
tainty about how things will continue in the next three 
months; although the demand for both industrial and 
commercial goods is very high. Those who have bought 
in time can consider themselves lucky - the loading and 
shipping of the tomato products runs around the clock. 
Price reductions are not to be expected. PMM is well 
equipped with tomato products in all sizes and with 
new packaging, contact us now.

Same amount of raw material (Granny Smith/
Fuji) from South Tyrol and no pest infestation: 
in 2020, the apple quality is even better than 
in the previous year. A large part of the goods 
is currently flowing into the fresh fruit market, 
but industrial production is catching up. Even if 
the harvest in China is somewhat smaller, we expect 
good market supply with only slightly rising prices.

Tuna Volatile: DEVELOPMENT



PAUL M. MÜLLER GMBH

FOR PROFESSIONALS
Olives

The olive harvest is in full swing. In Greece, we 
could get a personal impression of the situation 
in the Peloponnese. The trees on the plantations 
in the region of Kalamata and further south 
bear strong but somewhat less fruit. The yield 

in this harvesting season 
(until January 2021) will 
probably be lower than 
last year, but the quality 
is very good, Greek olive 
farmers explain to PMM. 
Kalamata is the most 
popular olive variety in 
Messenia. How much raw 
material will be available 
for can production is not 
yet known. .

In Spain and Italy, the 
forecast volume expectations were also curbed. 
As in the previous year, the weather did not 
play along. The summer was too hot and dry, 
the late rain to autumn very unstable. The 
farmers had to catch up the harvest on the 
Iberian Peninsula very quickly - which they 

did. The estimated 
production volume in 
Spain this year is still 
491,000 t (previous 
year: 458,000 t, but 
the average quan-
tity over the past 
four years was around 
552,000 t). The price level should be stable.

In Morocco, the harvest began already in 
mid-October, with good quantities on the trees, 
but of smaller caliber on average (of about 
33). The bigger the caliber, the smaller the 
size of the olive. Smaller olives are cheaper to 
purchase and better to process in the canteen 
kitchen. Market experts expect slightly lower 
prices.

PMM therefore offers for professional 
processing mainly olives with a strong taste in 
ADRIA quality (natural whole or in slices, also 
filled with paprika paste) in caliber 26/29 and 
28/32 in glass (370, 935 or 2020 ml) as well as 
in tins (850 ml to 4250 ml).

Holyday             FOR MANDARINS
China's national holiday (October 1) and the following "Golden Week" (until October 8) tradi-
tionally have priority: only after that did the workers start harvesting mandarins in the fields 
of Hunan/Hubei and Zhejiang. In the first two regions, similar or slightly higher yields 
of the canned variety Satsuma are emerging as in the previous year. In Zhejiang, it is 
likely to be somewhat lower. The reason is that some farmers there were growing other 
varieties for the fresh market. Overall, the supply is therefore satisfactory, even if the 
factories want to shorten the production phase due to the globally uncertain corona 
situation and the collapsing US demand. China itself is virus-free, the container ports 
are working smoothly. Although packaging and transport costs have risen slightly, 
prices are currently still at the previous year's level. For Chinese New Year at the end of 
January 2021, there will be a break again and no shipping. There are reports of an equally 
good supply of Satsuma from Spain. At present, the big question is how long the anti-dump-
ing duties on Chinese goods will still apply to Great Britain. If they are cancelled, UK importers 
are likely to buy more from China, especially since the favorable currency ratio invites them 
to do so. This in turn would encourage Spanish suppliers to deliver more goods to the rest of 

Europe. We are watching both events closely and are well stocked... whoever 
buys now is on the safe side.
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Gourmet

All-rounder

Once a gourmet, always a gourmet: Stephanie Kärtner, 

our newest employee, supports the accounting depart-

ment at Paul M. Müller and always has a food can of 

ADRIA on her desk. No, don't worry, it doesn't affect 

her concentration in the sometimes tricky work with 

numbers. On the contrary! "I love quality products and 

I look forward to the weekly tastings in the PMM office. 

Tomatoes, corn and capers are simply delicious." She 

has sharpened her sense for fine food from all over the world and 

correct figures at the headquarters of Alois Dallmayr, the world-famous Bavarian del-

icatessen temple behind Munich City Hall. After completing her training, she quickly 

rose to the top of the management team there. Not a bad school, we think. Now the 

fan of canned food is with us and we are happy to welcome "Stephi" Kärtner as a new 

member of the PMM team.

Sasa Knezevic, the third new member of the PMM team, 

knows every rail and flight schedule. The "can fan" studied 

traffic and transport engineering at the University of East 

Sarajevo in Bosnia and worked at Munich Airport before 

joining PMM. His favorite dish? Chana Masala - you even 

need three food cans for this: chickpeas, chopped tomatoes 

and coconut milk. "Every morning I go to the office with a smile and every morning the 

sweetest dog is waiting for me outside the door. Who has such a thing? My wish for the 

future would be to digitize our processes even more. I believe that digitization could 

help us to work faster as well as more effectively and to protect the environment." We're 

definitely on board.

He always wants to know more - Oliver Munz hates boredom. 
The trained butcher and graduated food technologist fits per-
fectly to PMM. With his more than 20 years of experience, our 
new employee supports the quality management department, 
an area that is becoming more and more important. And the 
new colleagues give lots of good advice so that the native of 

Stuttgart does not get bored in Munich. The Bavarian metropolis is 
much too exciting for that anyway. By the way, he also passed his entrance examination with 
us. “I find the freshness and also the possibility of the long storage of food cans super advanta-
geous; and such a can is sustainable in any case. Hardly any other type of packaging is almost 
completely recyclable. So it is a very contemporary food packaging in the age of Fridays for 
Future." Who's talking!

CURIOSITY
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Congratulations for Thomas Schneidawind: On 

1 October 2020 the PMM owner celebrated his 

30th anniversary. 

We congratulate him for persevering.

E N D U R A N C E

 LEAD THE WAY
Young Leaders

INTERVIEW 

Time Pressure and E-TRUCKS
Logistics professional Rainer Hautz from Nordfrost in Hamburg certainly 
knows no boredom in his job: Paul M. Müller and Hautz have been a well-co-
ordinated team for decades. In an interesting interview about growing time 
pressure and the future of e-trucks, our man at the Waterkant reveals the 
work and expertise behind it all. 

PMM: Mr. Hautz, you are a logistics expert 

and a long-standing industry professional. 

What is currently the greatest challenge in 

the market?

Rainer Hautz

Nowadays, the biggest challenge in logis-

tics of canned food is the timely delivery to 

the recipient. The daily problems start with 

the preceding unloading of the trucks in 

Hamburg, because there are often standing 

and waiting times that are at the expense 

of the loading time. Once a truck has been 

Difficult times, new initiatives: during the 
shutdown, the Young Leaders of the Waren-
Verein of the Hamburg Stock Exchange 

once again demonstrated the importance 
of using internationally active importers. 
"Young Leaders" are the young talents in 

senior positions of food importers (canned 

and dried fruit) as well as logistics com-

panies and laboratories in Germany. 

"We make a significant contribution 

to a secure food supply for the entire 

population", the Young Leaders (YL) 

emphasized on their last meeting. 

The young bosses also exchanged 

views on other challenges such as 

digitization, recruiting and New Work. 

Above that, the YL plan to give cur-

rent social and environmental issues 

greater prominence in the future. 

PMM is pleased to participate in the reg-

ular YL meetings, which were initiated by 

Dr. Helena Melnikov, Managing Director of 

the Waren-Verein.

After a forced break, the Young Leaders last met in Hamburg.

Rainer Hautz



PAUL M. MÜLLER GMBH

PLEASE PLAN IN TIME: 

Due to the inventory at our forwarding partner, the last loading possibility is 
on December 23, 2020, the first loading in the next year is on January 4, 2021.

We also take inventory and enjoy the holidays. Of course, we at PMM are 
always available for our customers via all communication channels!

You can already look forward to our new organic line from ADRIA and the product 

novelty "Salsa Pronta" from 2021. We have already put on the electrifying shirts.

loaded, traffic-related problems as well as 

shift, driving and rest times for drivers must 

be taken into account. And the next day, the 

procedure is repeated on the receiving side 

in exactly the same way as described above.

You have been working with Paul M. Müller 

for decades. If your customer is successful, 

so are you. And vice versa. Is there a special 

secret to cooperation?

Yes, mutual trust regarding the 

daily disposition of the food 

cans of PMM, our freight pricing 

and the cargo volume of PMM 

available to us. Furthermore, our 

motto towards PMM is, "Can't 

be done - doesn't exist". This 

means that we do our utmost 

and provide every support to 

meet the wishes of PMM and its 

customers. 

Whether 40-ton trucks or smaller 

- more and more IT is also moving 

into semitrailers. Blessing or curse? When 

do you think trucks will drive alone? Tesla's 

competitors in the USA already have a few 

prototypes.

There are already test tracks for electric 

trucks in Germany, too, but without meas-

urable results, as these projects are still too 

young. I do not see any chance for the elec-

trification of trucks in the next few years due 

to the high traffic volume, especially in 

the German conurbations, and 

the resulting infrastructural 

problems. Apart from that, 

we cannot expect 

a nationwide 

(e lectr ic i ty ) 

supply for 

senders and receivers of e-trucks in the 

coming years.

Why is the job fun?

It's simple - the job is interesting, you have to 

adapt to new situations every day and at the 

end of the day you know whether the “Tetris 

game” was economically successful or not - 

for the customer as well as for yourself. 

Are there enough offspring?

Unfortunately no. The job in logistics is 

exhausting and you need mental strength 

in the commercial area to be able to react 

correctly to problems. In other areas of the 

job market, financial success and satisfac-

tion (keyword: work-life balance) are easier 

to achieve. There is also a blatant under-

supply on the commercial side, in the area 

of truck drivers and logistics specialists in 

the warehouse area. Even the integration of 

Eastern European employees carried out in 

recent years has unfortunately not led to an 

easing of the situation.

Thank you very much for your time.

Trucks of the leading german logistic expert Nordfrost.


