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is goodCHANGE

Everyone is talking about it and discussing it: 
how does the nutrition of tomorrow look like? To 
what extent do we have to be sustainable in our 
future, how realistic are our hopes towards re-
thinking and concession? Paul M. Müller and the 
whole team want to work intensive in 2019, pro-
tect resources, look outside the box - in order to 
guarantee a healthy and sustainable nutrition for 
everyone. Did you know that two thirds of all prod-
ucts on the British food market are labelled with 
the traffic lights label? UK is regarded as being 

the very first of establishing a traffic 
light labelling already in 2013. Ac-

cording to the information, pro-
vided by the authorities of brit-
ish supermarket chains, the 
traffic light rating system has 
already changed the pur-
chase behaviour of the cus-
tomers. Working together 
and circling in the same field 
is not only a great pleasure  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
for us, it also requires responsibility and be-
ing faced with challenges every day: PMM acts 
global, we think global without failing to recog-
nize the regional chances and risks. Therein lies 
the importance of the following issues: to know 
the roots, grasp the connections, without minc-
ing words. It is our aim to look beyond the entire 
supply chain, beginning with farmers or fishers, 
proceeding with import and up to the final con-
sumer/shelve. We won’t run out of these themes, 
from cultivation, Convenience Food to Shelf Life 
and quality assurance through to the problems of 
seals and packaging. That’s what PMM is going 
to deal with in 2019 and we are happy to invite 
you to join in. We report about trends, we want to 
clarify, to surprise, working directly on the spot. 

Yes, changes are positive. Thus, we updated this 
little layout and we will soon offer another novel-
ty and additional top information. In this spirit we 
hope you will enjoy reading our first market report 
of the current year.

„Leading the opponent to believe in one’s own weakness 
is a part of every competition.“

Heike Henkel
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Source: TFPA

Change of tonnage (%/mt) and prices (euro-cent/k) of  
pineapples received by canneries in Thailand

What now? The Thai Food Processor Association (TFPA) informed us that the crop size is about 532.318 
megatons until april and that the producers of canned pineapples need an estimated volume of 579.980 
megatons. Due to the fact, that the fresh fruit market and other buyers demand pineapples within this pe-
riod of time as well, the shortfall is about 166.000 megatons, according to the TFPA. Above that, we must 
assume that the daily quantity will remain at low 4.500 t until april. And the situation in Thailand continues 
to be tense: This year’s El Niño leads us to expect a hot and arid summer. Experts suppose that the crop 
volume will continuously drop until the end of 2019. Observers of the market even think that the commod-
ity price might climb up to 6 thai baht/kg. The crucial question is, whether countries such as Indonesia, 
the Philippines or Kenia can fill in? At least, Kenia reports that the pineapple crop will be “normal” in 2019. 
If these supplier countries can fill in, the shortage of goods from Thailand will have less serious impact 
on the european market, according to market experts. However, it is becoming obvious that Thailand will 
offer less choices and smaller slices for the processing of canned fruits.

PINEAPPLE:

The pineapple - THE status symbol in the late 17th 
century. The exotic fruit was new in Europe at that 
time - brought along from Guadeloupe - and so 
rare as well as sought-after, yet so strange, that 
it was extremely expensive and considered as 
the ultimate showpiece. The fruit cost about 7.000 
euros adjusted to today’s circumstances. Often, 
people carried it around just to show off or put it 
on the windowsill to watch it - until it rotted.
We won’t let it go this far! Currently, the global mar-
ket is reacting strongly to supply and demand: the 
price for the raw product will increase in Thailand, 
according to our research. This was published by 
the thai pineapple industry, since it expects a poor-
er harvest in this year’s march and probably even 
longer. The reason is obvious: the farmers don’t  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
get enough money from the processing factories; 
therefore, we can assume that they did not prop-
erly take care for the fields. This results in a poor-
er harvest and a slightly inferior quality. Already 
in the market report of last summer, we predicted 
less “raw products” and warned against rising 
prices. Now, this is obviously happening. Since 
the last weeks of december, the quantity of the 
delivered goods has decreased to approximately 
4.200 t per day (normally, 7.000 t/ day are availa-
ble at this time of the year). The commodity price 
has increased to 4.5 up to 5 thai baht/kg (0.13 to 
0.14 euro cents) depending on the region. This 
supply bottleneck leads to a momentary stop of 
the conveyer belts in several fabrics on saturday 
already.

price battle over a status symbol

€

0,14 €-¢       0,19 €-¢      0,13 €-¢



SHOCK

Dramatic news from Spain: arti-
chokes cause a lot of worries in 
the south of the country where 
sun-ripened products are nor-
mally guaranteed. However, 
frosty temperatures of up to -5 
degree Celsius have damaged 
the crops for weeks. Apart from 
artichoke plantations, lettuce 
and partly also beans, broccoli 
and some citrus fruits are suf-
fering too. The damage to ag-
riculture is already estimated 
at about 3.7 million euros and 
an area of more than 6.500 ha 
is affected, according to the  
 
 
 

 
 
 
responsible Agriculture Minister  
Miguel Ángel del Amor. The mu-
nicipalities Lorca (most strongly 
affected with 3.800 ha), Totana, 
Fuente Alamo, Alhama and, to a 
lesser extent, Yecla report dam-
ages. The frosts came in three 
waves. The regions around 
Campo de Cartegna and San 
Pedro del Pinatar are less af-
fected. Currently, the farmers 
try to save as much as they 
can with burning straw, torches 
and warming blankets. Never-
theless, a lot of artichokes are 
too small or fully lost. As a re-
sult, the momentary crop size is  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
35% smaller than the previous 
year’s. It is said that the packers 
started not before the middle of 
january (normally in november) 
and that they are only working 
to half capacity. High-quality 
artichokes, also from other re-
gions, are destined for the fresh 
market. The prices for fresh ar-
tichokes climbed up to 70 euro 
cents per kilo (previous year 35 
– 40 euro cents). Unfortunately, 
there are hardly any substitutes 
available at present. Chile is 
sold out; Egypt offers a small 
quantity of artichokes, but there 
is still no guarantee for good 
quality from this country.

for Artichokes

HUBBUB

Freak weather and price fluctuations keep us on 
tenterhooks in case of Spanish olives. Too much 
rain in last spring delayed the growth process. 
The result is that there are more olives per tree 
but smaller ones. In detail, we see a higher quan-
tity of Manzanilla olives and less varieties of Hoji-
blancas. Above that, there are surpluses from the 
previous season.  
With 584.000 tons, the harvest 2018 exceeds 
the previous year’s quantity (2017: 563.000 t). 
After five years of rising commodity prices, the 
current ongoing leads to falling prices in the 
season 2018/19. On the other hand, the energy  

 
 
(app. 20%) and personnel (4%) costs have in-
creased. Unfortunately, we additionally have to 
expect higher transport costs. However, we hope 
that we can pass on a price advantage to our 
customers. 

Looking at Greece or Egypt is disillusioning: Kal-
amata olives are only available in small quantities 
and higher prices for green olives are looming, 
due to the increasing demand. According to 
market insiders, the land of the Pharaohs reports 
a poor harvest as well and the packers cannot 
count on work at the moment.

with Olives
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Although we consider our sources as reliable, we assume no liability for  
the completeness and correctness of the information being shown.

PMM in-house: Finally, a heartfelt thank-you to Radmila Kern for her  
excellent photographic work - have a look:

https://radmilakerl.de/corporate-identity-eine-coole-webseite-fuer-paul-m-mueller/

For products from foreign countries applies: the 
company responsible for the transport over the 
german border, this means the exporter or the im-
porter, is always obliged to register with the so 
called Central Authority and is compelled to get a 
licence for packages in a dual system.

According to the packaging law, all distributors 
who put packaging into commercial circulati-
on on the german market for the first time need 
to register at the Central Packaging Registry 
(https://lucid.verpackungsregister.org/).

The registration needs to be personally done 
by a person belonging to the company. Com-
missioned individuals (agents, consultants 
etc.) are not allowed to do the registration. 

 

Packages without registration with the Central Au-
thority and without a license to participate in the 
dual system are forbidden in Germany. Addition-
ally, all actors of the supply chain (e. g. produc-
ers, importers and exporters, stationary or online 
retailers) must expect severe fines. 

The registered companies (company name, 
brand names, address) are published in the in-
ternet. This is meant to create transparency and 
allows a public control for everybody.

We will continuously keep you informed.  Paul M. 
Müller or our partner BellandVision are gladly at 
your disposal for questions about the law. 

decoded„VerpackG“

There is still a great deal of confusion, above all abroad, over the new packaging law (VerpackG)  
which came into effect on 1 January 2019 in Germany. PMM sheds light on it together with its partner 
BellandVision:

TROUBLE MAKER

The beans market is in turmoil - there is a serious lack of raw red kidney beans in China, 
the USA announced higher prices and the Trump tariffs of 25% put additional pressure 
on the suppliers. Only a good harvest in 2019 can stop the price spiral. The situation on 
the market for white kidney beans and chickpeas is precarious too: the prices have been increas-
ing for weeks; the demand is high. Observers fear that this trend will continue until september.

Beans…

https://radmilakerl.de/corporate-identity-eine-coole-webseite-fuer-paul-m-mueller/
https://lucid.verpackungsregister.org/

