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“The greater the obstacle  

the more glory in overcoming it.” 

Friedrich Nietzsche

THE GOOD news

October 2018

The summer is drawing to an end and 

autumn is captivating us with its glorious 

colours. The first “Lebkuchen” are already 

on the supermarket shelves and the 

imminent festive period indicates to us 

that another year is coming to an end 

again. A year that has not blessed us with 

an easy and good harvest everywhere. 

The impacts of the hot summer, low 

rainfall combined with in parts extreme 

droughts, heavy downpours and floods 

are now being very clearly reflected in 

the purchase prices for several product 

groups. As an importer I always ask myself 

with very volatile price changes which is 

the lesser evil:

Price increases in purchasing 

combined with discussions with the 

manufacturer about reductions in 

volume, surcharges, delayed ship-

ments through to non-fulfilment of 

contracts with often years of legal 

disputes with the producer.

OR
 - Record harvests 

with subsequent 

price slumps due 

to oversupply

on the 

market 

paired with 

accusations 

from 

customers 

due to “poor 

advice”, contractual

 acceptance of goods not on 

schedule, full warehouses and 

customer complaints to reduce 

the price on one hand.

Whatever happens, that’s our job 

as an importer! That’s our reason for 

existence, otherwise everyone would be 

able to buy from the source themselves, if 

everything were that easy. But the wheat 

is sorted from the chaff, particularly now 

in a difficult year, and quickly becomes 

obvious who is a serious contender on the 

market and who wants to “blag” their way 

out of their obligations. Unfortunately, 

some buyers are only realising now that 

it is cheaper to buy from a financially 

stable and experienced importer than 

getting annoyed with dubious sellers in 

the country of origin and having to pay 

the market price again in the worst case 

scenario.

Even we are sometimes pushed to our 

limits with our decades of expertise. But 

our long-standing customers of many 

years appreciate the advantages and 

are happy to pay a little “risk surcharge”, 

similar to an insurance policy, as a margin 

and can then sleep peacefully knowing 

that they will be supplied on schedule, 

without any stress and above all in compli-

ance with the contract.

This is what qualifies us to be on the 

market and what Paul M. Müller has been 

standing for as a serious partner for more 

than 60 years! That’s the good news!



PAUL M. MÜLLER GMBH

We have logistical feats to cope with in CW 

44 due to the upcoming public holidays:

Wednesday 31.10.2018
Reformation Day - the following German 

states are affected: Brandenburg, 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Saxony, 

Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia, Bremen, 

Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein and Lower 

Saxony.

From this year onwards, 

this means that our 

Unisped central ware-

house cannot carry out any deliveries on 

the new public holiday in Hamburg.

Thursday 01.11.2018
All Saints’ Day - the following German 

states are affected: Baden-Württemberg, 

Bavaria, North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhine-

land-Palatinate and Saarland

Please assist us by placing your orders in 

good time or making slight allowances for 

us with the exact time window details – 

thank you!

Logistics: BOTTLENECK WEEK END OF OCT / START OF NOV 2018

One of the Germans’ favourite pastimes in summer is “barbecuing”. Why not extend the 

fun into the colder months? Winter barbecuing is not just a new trend, it is well estab-

lished in the meantime. 

Virtually all households have a charcoal barbecue or gas barbecue. They can be used 

superbly for winter barbecues. Anyone who wants to be really trendy, can buy a BBQ 

smoker. You can actually barbecue anything you fancy. Hearty food is popular in 

winter. The spices and barbecued food should therefore 

be adapted to the season. How about game with braised 

vegetables and delicious corn on the cob from Adria with 

mulled wine or punch? Following multiple requests from 

customers, we now have 21 ready sliced corn on the cob 

pieces in the 2,650 ml can.

Have great fun with a cosy winter barbecue in the snow, 

fancying barbecued sausages, steaks and the new ADRIA 

corn on the cob, wrapped in a fluffy blanket by the warm 

fire.

Winter BARBECUING: Season opening for Adria corn on the cob                       

Figs were harvested late this year and also 

in smaller quantities than last year. The 

2018 price is approx. 10% above last year’s. 

But they are now available again. Back 

from the long summer break (just like with 

Mon Chéri), we finally have “ADRIA” figs in 

the 425 ml can in stock again! That well-

known mountain hut feeling 

with après-ski and fig vodka is 

therefore a sure bet.

Give a FIG – ORDER THEM NOW!
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PEPPERS

Following the disastrous harvest for 

tomato products and peperoni in Turkey, 

the next bad news now follows for 

peppers.

The disproportionate devaluation of the 

Turkish lira has led, among other things, to 

buyers having felt comfortable with their 

decisions to adopt a wait and see attitude 

for buying.

The currency advantage brought some to 

assume a competitive advantage with a 

later buying strategy.

This poor judgement now has to be paid 

for twice:

• The prices did not fall as many of the calculation 

components have to be calculated in a foreign 

currency, such as EURO or USD, at the producer’s 

and exactly the opposite happened due to rapidly 

rising inflation in Turkey.

• The extreme climate this year led to a massive 

reduced crop – the yield of peppers is much less 

and the raw products are not ideal so a great deal 

of post-processing had to be done.

• The 100% fulfilment of purchase agreements 

concluded before the harvest is on shaky ground 

as even serious producers can only produce as 

much as the raw goods available on the fresh food 

market allow.

We trade real tomato peppers in the 4,250 

ml can in strips as well as quarters.

The shortage is also affecting other vari-

eties too though, such as Kapija and 

California Wonder and therefore influenc-

ing the prices for all end products made 

from peppers, e.g. Ajvar, pepper purée etc.

Selecting good suppliers and serious 

importers with the best contacts in the 

supplying countries also pays off here.

We’re doing everything  
to keep you up to date on TUNA fish!

The catches are generally poor – also exasperated by the FAD ban in the Western Pacific that still 

runs until the end of October. The raw product prices are still rising, i.e. we are now at about US$ 

1650/t in Bangkok and well over US$ 1700/t in General 

Santos and South America.

 The empty cold stores and subsequent pick up in demand in retail 

mean that this situation will persist for quite some time. Our 

professional team from Sales and Purchasing is going to get an  

idea of what the first half-year of 2019 will look like at the 

large food trade fair SIAL in Paris from 21 to 25 October 2018 

and then supply you with targeted purchasing information. 
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Although we rate the sources we use as being reliable, we cannot accept 
any liability for the information provided here being complete or correct

The harvest in Italy is now more or less over 

since the end of September. Small and 

medium-sized producers finished their 

production early. Only the big industries 

continue to produce limited quantities at 

limited speed in order to try to reach the 

planned quantities. The harvest in North-

ern and Southern Italy is approx. 15% less 

than expected this year. This climate situ-

ation of daily rains lead to a stop-and-go 

production and very huge cost of produc-

tion. The warm and dry summer caused a 

considerable decrease in volume with lots 

of stop and go production and very high 

production costs.

A huge decrease in production can also 

be observed in China, and difficulties 

also cropped up in Spain, 

Portugal and Greece. 

The situation in Turkey 

has changed drastically 

– it is mainly sun-dried 

tomatoes that are 

affected for the German 

market. However, the prices 

rose sharply for all tomato variet-

ies following these negative reports. 

At the moment it is difficult to get any 

specific offers as the packers are check-

ing whether the current contracts can be 

supplied first.

Fortunately, some remainigs still exist 

from last year, this might help balance the 

market a bit.

TOMATOES

Did you know that our website and of course our popular market reports are available 

in 3 languages (German/Italian/English)? Our PARTNERS are now also online on the 

website – it’s therefore always worth taking a look. paulmmueller.com/en/partner/ 

We successfully passed our “IFS Broker” audit again on 15.10.2018. Why an IFS Broker 

and what does it mean? Consumers’ quality standards are getting higher and higher. 

Which is why as an importer for wholesale and retail working in the food industry, we 

are demanding more and more from our suppliers of finished products and raw mate-

rials. The basic question is usually always the same: Is a producer able to supply a safe 

product that meets both the specification and the legal regulations?

The main association for the German retail industry (HDE) together with representatives 

from the food retail industry developed the International Featured Standards Food (IFS 

Food) to guarantee the optimum safety of our products and maximum trust for you as 

a customer. As a result of the LEH’s involvement, the IFS Food was able to establish itself 

quickly in the food industry. 

We hope that business goes well for you and we wish you a wonderful Indian summer!

The team at PAUL M. MÜLLER GMBH

                       AT PAUL M. MÜLLER


